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and butter, or in calculating the amount of my celestial goods.
There may be a life beyond the grave, but I do not know; and I
think it probable that if God had wished men to know the details
of the after-life—assuming that one is to be—He would not have
made the medium or experimenter His messenger. The attempts
of these spiritualistic burglars to pick the locks of heaven always
offended my sense of propriety. I have never wanted to 'call up'
the dead. It seemed to me less presumptuous to wait. One world
at a time was sufficient for me.
La vie est breve,
Un peu d'espoir,
Un peu de reve,
Et puis—bonsoir.
Eadwine of Northumbria is said to have declared that human life
was 'as a swallow's flight across a lighted hall . „ . the swallow
flieth in at one door, tarrieth awhile in the light, and thereafter
flieth out again into the darkness . . ., but of what it was before,
and what it shall be after, we know naught/ This ancient ignorance
has not yet been superseded by exact knowledge:
The Present, the Present is all thou hast
For thy sure possessing;
Like the Patriarch's angel, hold it fast,
Till it gives its blessing*
The question of my spiritual relationship to the personality and
teaching of Jesus of Nazareth was easy in comparison with the
inexplicable problems of life, death, and immortality. For some
years—privately and at the University of Heidelberg, I studied
with care the whole problem of the historical existence of Jesus*
There appeared to me to be no documentary evidence available
until towards the end of the second century. What might not
have happened to the story of his life in those two obscure centuries?
How much of the gospel story concerning him was based upon
fact, and how much was mere accretion ? I read a good deal on
this interesting problem, and in the end I accepted as a working
hypothesis the likelihood that, in what Huxley had called the
primary strata of Christian literature and experience, a teacher and
prophet called Jesus of Nazareth had existed; and that his insight,
sympathy, and moral stature had been so incomparably higher than
that of previous aspirants to the title of the Messiah, that around
his gracious personality the story of the gospels had been written.
That story, separated from much that was obviously doubtful,

